Uncertainties in radiation therapy: target definition in carcinoma of the uterine cervix.
In treatment of patients with carcinoma of the cervix, as in any other malignant tumor, accurate identification of target volumes is critical to enhance precision of radiation therapy planning and delivery. These results in improved locoregional tumor control lead to lower incidence of distant metastases and improved survival. Also, radiation therapy morbidity is decreased, enhancing quality of life. Various imaging techniques are available to achieve better target delineation and this can be enhanced with image fusion. Available innovative treatment techniques to optimize the use of radiation therapy for these patients are illustrated.